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crops of wheat and rye. At Srednekolimsk, in Yakutia,
the cultivation of a kilogram of potatoes would cost 17
kopecks: the transport of a kilogram from the south would
cost 77 kopecks.

The north develops its own food basis now, and meets
food needs with appropriate food supplies.

Industry expands. Gold is mined in the Aldan gold-
fields and elsewhere. Silver, lead, tin, copper, zinc,
and tungsten add to the wealth of the peoples. Coal
deposits are discovered and operated, oil-wells drilled,
timber felled, sawn, and dispatched, and the trade in fish,
fur, and leather is extensively developed. Poverty recedes.

Illiteracy too. All children attend school. Seventeen
newspapers, nine in the Yakut language, are in regular
circulation.

Yakutsk, once a wretched village, has become a fine
city of 25,000 souls. The National Library contains
200,000 volumes, and by it are an art gallery, a broadcast-
ing station, and cinemas.

Folklore, which was dying with the people, is now
fostered and encouraged. It forms the seed-bed of the
new art of Yakutia, and flourishes with the improved
material conditions, developed intensively by Yakut
playwrights and actors. Twenty-four Yakuts lately re-
ceived diplomas at the Lunacharsky Theatrical School
in Moscow, and the plays " Long Live Man" by the
Yakut playwright, Mordinov, and " Brothers" by
Yefremov, strike new chords in the hearts and minds of the
Yakut people.

Educational pioneers, opening the doors to a new
life for the untutored and victimized common people of
the northern lands, will occupy an honoured place in
Soviet histories of the future.

" The School in the Far North " is the title of a book
published recently in Leningrad by A. Bazanov and
N. Kazansky. It unfolds the romance of Soviet educa-
tionalists in their work in the founding of schools and
training of scholars in Arctic regions. " The more I